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Abstract

A number of recent works have addressed the problem of characterizing the
sum-capacity of the multiple-input multiple-output broadcast channels (MIMO-
BC). However, the issue of the fairness remains an open problem. This article
aims at finding a point on the sum-capacity hyperplane which satisfies a notion of
fairness among active users. To facilitate the derivation of the results, we focus on
a subset of capacity region which includes the corner points and their convex hull.
It is shown that this region is a Polymatroid. The properties of polymatroids are
exploited to locate a rate-vector on the sum-capacity hyperplane which is optimally
fair. This means the minimum rate among all users is maximized (max-min rate).
In the case that more than one user attain the max-min value, the algorithm
recursively maximizes the minimum rate among the rest of the users. It is shown
that the problem of deriving the time-sharing coefficients to attain this point can
be decomposed to some lower-dimensional problems.

In some cases, the complexity of computing and implementing an appropriate
time-sharing strategy is not feasible. This motivates us to compute the corner
point for which the minimum rate of the active users is maximized (max-min corner
point). A simple greedy algorithm is introduced to find the max-min corner point.

1 Introduction

Recently, there have been extensive efforts to develop spectral-efficient transmission
schemes for wireless communications. By considering limits on the available bandwidth,
multiple input multiple output (MIMO) systems are considered as the most promising
approach to provide reliable and high data rate communication. More recently, the work
on MIMO systems has been extended to MIMO multiuser channels [1-4]. In [1,2,5], the
sum-capacity of the MIMO broadcast channel (MIMO-BC) is characterized as a convex
optimization problem. In addition, it is shown that if the available power in the optimum
solution is allocated to r users (active users), the capacity region has r! corner points
where the sum-capacity hyperplane is formed as the convex hull of these corner points.
This article aims at finding a point on the sum-capacity hyperplane which satisfies
a notion of fairness among active users. To facilitate the derivation of the results, we
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focus on a subset of capacity region which includes the corner points and their convex
hull. It is shown that this region is a Polymatroid. The properties of polymatroids
are exploited to locate a rate-vector on the sum-capacity hyperplane which is optimally
fair. This means the minimum rate among all users is maximized (max-min rate). In
the case that more than one user attain the max-min value, the algorithm recursively
maximizes the minimum rate among the rest of the users. It is shown that the problem
of deriving the time-sharing coefficients to attain this point can be decomposed to some
lower-dimensional problems.

In some cases, the complexity of computing and implementing an appropriate time-
sharing strategy is not feasible. This motivates us to compute the corner point for which
the minimum rate of the active users is maximized (max-min corner point). A simple
greedy algorithm is introduced to find the max-min corner point.

In this paper, all the results are proven for a general polymatroid. Consequently, they
can be applied for any other structure which satisfies the polymatroid conditions. For
example, the results can be used for the capacity region of a single-input single-output
multi-access system which is proven to have a polymatroid structure [6].

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the system model and
formulation of the sum-capacity are presented. In addition, the structure of polymatroid
and its relation with the capacity region are discussed. In Section 3, the mentioned
results are derived for a general polymatroid.

Notation: All boldface letters indicate vectors (lower case) or matrices (upper case).
det(H) denotes determinant and H' denotes transpose conjugate of the matrix H. M = 0
represents that the matrix M is positive semi-definite. 1,, represents an n dimensional
vector with all entries equal to one. E is a set of integers £ = {1,--- | |E|} where |E|
denotes the cardinality of the set E. The set function f : 2 — R, is a mapping from a
subset of E (there are a total of 217! subsets) to the positive real numbers. A permutation
of the set E is denoted by 7 and m(i), 1 < i < |E|, represents the element of the set
E located in the ¥ position after the permutation. For a r-dimensional vector x € R"
and S C E, x(S) denotes ), o x;. Also, for a set of positive semi-definite matrices D;,
i=1,...,7, D(S) represents > ._.D;.

i€S

2 Preliminaries

2.1 MIMO Broadcast

Consider a MIMO Broadcast channel (MIMO-BC) with M transmit antennas and K
users, where the k" user is equipped with NN, receive antennas. In a flat fading environ-
ment, the baseband model of this system is given by

ye =Hps+wy, 1<k<K, (1)

where H;, € CV+*M denotes the channel matrix from the base station to user k, s € CM*!
represents the transmitted vector, and y;, € CV¥*! signifies the received vector by user
k. The vector wy, € CV*! is a white Gaussian noise with zero-mean and unit-variance.
Consider an order of the users (7(1),7(2),...,7(K)). By assuming that user (i)
knows the codewords selected for the users 7(j), j = 1,...,7 — 1, the interference of the
users 7(j), j = 1,...,i—1 over user m(7) can be effectively canceled based on dirty paper



coding theorem [7]. Therefore, the rate of user 7 () is equal to

det (INk,Nk + Hr) (iji Qw(a‘)) er(i))
det <INk,Nk + Hﬂ"(Z) (Zj>i QTI‘(])) Hj.-@))

Ry = log 1=1,..., K, (2)

where Q-(;) is the covariance of the signal vector to user 7(j). The dirty-paper capacity
region is defined as the convex hull of the union of such rate vectors over all permutations
(m(1),7(2),...,7(K)) and over all positive semi-definite covariance matrices Q;, i =
1,..., K such that Tr (Efik Qk) < Pp, where Pr denotes the total transmit power.

In [1,2,5], a duality between the MIMO-BC and the MIMO multi-access channel
(MAC) is established. In the dual MIMO-MAC, the channel between user k and the
base station is HL and the covariance of the power allocated to user k is P,. The

relationship between Py, and Qg, k= 1,..., K, has been derived [1]. The duality is used
to characterize the sum-capacity of the MIMO-BC as follows

K
RSum—CapaCity = mmaxXp, . Px log det (IM,M + Z H]TcPka)
k=1
s.t. Zle Tr(Py) < Pr,
P> 0 (3)

The above optimization problem determines the power allocated to each user in dual
MIMO-MAC, and consequently, the power of each user in MIMO-BC. Note that only
a subset of users are active and the power allocated to the rest is zero. Equation (3)
determines a hyperplane on the boundary of the capacity region of MIMO-BC, the so-
called sum-capacity hyperplane. If the cardinality of the set of active users is r, i.e. F =
{1,---,r}, the sum-capacity hyperplane has r! corner points corresponding to different
permutations of the active users. Note that the rates of the non-active users remain zero
regardless of the permutation. The corner point corresponding to a permutation can be
computed using (2). Assuming the active users are users i = 1,...,r, we define

D,=HPH, i=1,...r (4)

where P}, i = 1,...,r, correspond to optimizing matrices in (3). It is shown that the
corner point in (2) can be reformulated as [1]

det (IM,M + ngi Dﬂ-(]))
det (Tugr + 5, Dris))

which is the corner point of the dual multi-access channel. To achieve the rate vector (5)
in dual MIMO-MAC, the decoding-cancelation method is used. By starting from ¢ = K,
the data of the user 7(4) is decoded, while the signals of the users 7(1),...,7m(: — 1) are
considered as interference. After decoding, the signal of the user (i) is canceled from
the received signal. The next user to be decoded is user 7(i—1). Note that to achieve the
same corner point in the broadcast and the multi-access channels, the order of encoding
in the broadcast channel and the order of decoding in the multi-access channel is reversed.
In other words, the set of users encoded before user 7(i) in the MIMO-BC is the same of
the set of users decoded after user 7(i) in the MIMO-MAC.

Rw(i)ZIOg s i=1,...,T, (5)



2.2 Polymatroid Structure

Definition [8, Ch. 18]: Let E = {1,2,...,r} and f : 28 — R, a set function. The
polyhedron

B(f, E)={(x1,29,...,2,) :x(S) < f(S) VSCE, Vx;>0} (6)

is a polymatroid, if the set function f satisfies

(normalized) f@)=0 (7)
(increasing) fS)y<f(mitscr (8)
(submodular)  f(S)+ f(T) > f(SNT)+ f(SUT) (9)

Any function f that satisfies the above properties is termed as rank function. Corre-
sponding to each permutation 7 of the set £, the polymatroid B(f, E') has a corner point
v(m) € R% which is equal to:

RO i=1
o= { FET), - m @) = fEr(D), o m = D)) i=2,r "

Consequently, the polymatroid B(f, E') has r! corner points corresponding to different
permutations of the set £. Any point in the polymatroid on the hyperplane x(E) = f(E)
is in the convex hull of the corner points.

Here, we introduce a special polymatroid and establish its relationship with the ca-
pacity region of the MIMO-BC channel. For a set of positive semi-definite matrices D;,
define the set function g as

g(S) =logdet (I+D(S)) for SCE. (11)

Lemma 1 Given g(S) defined in (11), the polyhedron B(g, E) defined as follows is a
polymatroid.

B(g, E) = {(z1,22,...,2,) € R, :x(5) < g(5) VS CFE}. (12)

Proof: Clearly, g()) = 0. Assume B = 0 and C = 0 are two Hermitian matrices. If
B — C > 0, then det(B) > det(C) [4, Proposition 1.2|. Furthermore, if A > 0, then

det(A +B +C) < det(B + C)
det(A+B) — det(B)

(13)

Using above properties, it is straight-forward to prove (8) and (9) for the set function
9(.). =

In the set function g(S), define D; as in (4). It is easy to verify that the polymatroid
B(g, E) is a subset of the capacity region of the MIMO-BC. The hyperplane x(E) = g(F)
and its corner points are the same as the sum-capacity hyperplane and its corner points.
Due to this property, we focus on the polymatroid B(g, E) (see Fig. 1).

3 Max-Min Operation over a Polymatroid

The following lemma determines the maximum possible value for the minimum entry of
a vector x where x € B(f, E).
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Figure 1: Capacity region of the MIMO-BC and its corner Points. The region OABCD is a
polymatroid

Lemma 2 In the polymatroid B(f, E), define

d = max minep ;. (14)
st. (z,...,2,) € B(f,E). (15)
Then, 5
o= v O 1o
Proof: Consider x € B(f, E), and let 0 = min; ;. Therefore,

VS C E, o|S| <x(9). (17)

Noting VS C E, x(S) < f(S) and using the above inequality, we have
VS C E, a|S| < f(9). (18)
Consequently, ¢ < mingcg, sp % Therefore, mingcp, g.0 % provides an upper

bound on min; z;. By selecting x = 1, € B(f, E), where 6 = mingcp, s %, the
upper bound is achieved, resulting in (16). [ |

In the following, we present an algorithm which computes a point x* € B(f, E) on
the hyperplane x(F) = f(E) which attains  defined in Lemma 2. The main idea behind
the algorithm is that in each step we increase the rate of all users until some users are
saturated (the rate of these users cannot further increase within the polymatroid region).
We fix such users at this value and increase the rate of the rest. This recursive procedure
is repeated until the rates of all users are determined.

Algorithm 1

1. Initialize the iteration index o = 0, £ = E, and f© = f.

2. Find m®, where
(a)
m® = min 1(3)
scr@ s |S]

(19)

Set S equal to the optimizing subset.

3. For all i € S| set the i entry of the vector x* equal to m(® (i.e. z¥ = m(®).



4. Set
Elatl) — ple) _ S(a)7 (20)

and define f(@*1(9) as,
Fer(S) = f@(SUS@) — f@(S@) for S c B, (21)

5. Set o «— a + 1. If B+ £ (), move to step two, otherwise stop.

This algorithm computes the optimization sets S(®), a = 0,--- ,t and their corre-
sponding m®, where F = Uj’:o SW and z7 € {(m© ... m®Y i =1,--- r. In the
following, we prove some properties of the vector x*. The following lemma is used in the
proof.

Lemma 3 Let E={1,...,r} and A C E, A# E. If the set function f(© :2F — R
is a rank function, then f0) :28=4 — R defined as

fOS) = fOSUA) — fOU), SCE-A (22)
1s a rank function.

Proof: By direct verification. [ ]

Theorem 1 Assume that the above algorithm is applied over the polymatroid B(f, E),
then

(1) x* € B(f, E) and is located on the hyperplane x(E) = f(F).

(II) The minimum entry of the vector x* attains the optimum value determined by

Lemma 2.
Proof:
Part (I): We show that x* € B(f, E). According to the algorithm, we have m(® =
minge g 5249 %, where S is the minimizing set. In addition, ¥ = m©® for alli € S©. It

is straight-forward to check that the allocated values for z¥,i € S(© satisfy the condition
of the polymatroid B(f, E). By substituting the selected values for x;,i € S© in the
constraints of the polymatroid B(f, E), the constraints over the coordinate i, i € E—S©
are updated. From the definition of the polymatroid, we have a set of constraints on x(5),
S C E — SO, which has the following format

VA C SO x(SUA) < fO(SUA). (23)
Since SN A =0, then x(SU A) = x(S5) + x(A). Consequently, from (23), we have,
VA C SO x(S) < fO(SUA) —x(A). (24)
The above set of inequalities results in,
x(S) < Alg%){ fOSUA) —x(A)}, VScE-SO. (25)

We claim that min g {f®(S U A) — x(A)} is equal to fO(SUS®) — fO(S®). The
proof is as follows,

VA e SO fO(SUA) —x(A) (26)
> fO(SUA) - fO(A) (27)
> f(O)(S U 5(0)) _ f(o)(S(O)) (28)



The first inequality relies on the fact that VA, x(A) < f9(A). The second inequality is
proven by using (9) and the fact that A ¢ S and SN S© = .

Regarding the above statements, for the non-allocated entries of x, we have the fol-
lowing set of constraints,

VS C E—S9 x(9) < fO(SuUS) — fO(50) (29)

According to the algorithm, set B = B0 — 5O ¢1)(g) = 0 (58O — fO(5O))
VS c EW. Using Lemma 3, the set of constraints (29), and the definition of polymatroid,
B(f®, EM) is a polymatroid, which is a subset of B(f, E). Now, we use the same
procedure that is applied for B(f®, E©) over B(fM, EW), and continue recursively.
Therefore, in each step, the rates of a subset of coordinates are determined, satisfying
the constraints of the polymatroid B(f, E). Therefore, x* € B(f, E). Direct verification
proves that x*(E) = f(FE).

Part (II): We must show that the smallest entries of x* is equal to mingcp %
According to the algorithm, for all i € E, we have x7 € {m©® .. m®}. Furthermore,
m©) = mingcg %

From the algorithm, we have

, ) (5G) (s (86 y §E+D) N (gU+D y gG)
|S(J)| scew |S| |S(J) U S(J+1)| |S(]+1)| + |S(J)’
Therefore,
; @ s+ ys@)
m < Helommor = (31)
: @) (SU+DUSH))—m ()| §G)
m) < L2 |L;(j+1))| 2l = (32)
: () (SUFDUSH))— £G) (SG) ;
mW) < SY( |§(j+12| fOs9) mU+h (33)
Consequently, V4§, m¥) > m© and the proof is complete. [

Since x* € B(f, E) is on the hyperplane x(F) = f(E), x* belongs to the convex
hull of the corner points of the polymatroid. This means that x* can be represented
as a linear superposition of the corner points, where the corresponding coefficients are
between zero and one with summation equal to one. In the following, we take advantage
of the special structures of x* and polymatroids to break down the above problem to
some lower dimensional sub-problems.

Using Lemma 3, set of constraints (29), and considering the definition of polyma-
troid, it is easy to verify that B(f),SU)) is a polymatroid and the vector m¥1 g €
B(f9,SU)) is on the hyperplane x(S@) = f(S@). Let {x{),y = 1,...,|S@[1} be the
set of all permutations of the set S, and u(ng )) be the corner point corresponding to
the permutation Wﬂ(yj ) in the polymatroid B(fV), S). Then, there exists the coefficients
0< /\,(yj) <1,y=1,...,|SY such that

\g(j) !
m 50 = D Aa(x), (34)
y=1

where
|S@)|!

> oA =1, (35)
y=1



Note that £ = U;zo . Consider a permutation WSJ) as one of the total |SU)|! permu-
tations of SU), for j = 0,--- ,t, then the permutation 7 formed by concatenating these
permutations, i.e. ™ = <7T%), e ,wg?), is a permutation for the set F.

Theorem 2 (1) Consider the permutation m = (WS,?, e W%?) of the set E. The

corner point corresponding to this permutation in the polymatroid B(f, E) is

vi(m) = (7)), for ie SV, (36)

(II) The vector x* is in the convex hull of the set of corner points corresponding to the
following set of permutation

{(W(t) ,ng)) A<y <|SOP 1<y < ]S(O)H} (37)

Ve
where the coefficient of the corner point corresponding to the permutation ™ =
<7r(t) 7r(0)> is equal to A .. A
Ve s » o qual to Ay, ... Ay, t.€.

S |1
x'= ) D A AQV (A D)) (38)
=1 Yyo=1

Proof: Part (I) From recursive equation (21), we can show that

ForSeE—leS@, F9(8) = <SU{US }) ({USU}) (39)

Consider the permutation 7 = (Wg?, ol ) Set &€ = 327 |S™|. Using (10) and (39),
for & < K <&+ |SUHD| vy, () is equal to

Un(y (1) = f({7(1),..,m(R8)}) = f ({7 (1), w(w = 1)}) (40)

= f ({Os@,w(g)...,w(m)}) —f ({L_JS(i),W(f),...,W(/ﬁ— 1)}){41)

=[O 7(®)}) = [P 7w = 1)) (42)
According to definition, fO) ({z(¢)...,m(k)}) — fD ({7(€) ..., m(k — 1)}) is the value of
Ta(x) in the corresponding corner point of the polymatroid B(f\¥), SW).

Part (II) Since Z'S(O)“ AY =1 and by using (34) and part (i) of the theorem, it is
easy to verify that in the resulting vector of the following summation

|S©@1

0
> AV al)) (43)
Yo=1

the entry 4, i € S© is equal to m(?. Similarly, in the resulting vector of the following
summation,

s SO

1 0) 0
DoAY AV AD), (44)
71=1 Yo=1

the entry i, i € SM is equal to m), while the entry i, i € S© remains m®. By
continuing this procedure, the part (ii) of the algorithm is proven. [ |



In the following we present an algorithm to find a max-min corner point.
Algorithm II

1. Set a=r, S=0.

2. Set m*(«) as
* = i E-S5-— 45
w(a) = arg_min [ (F -5~ (=) (45)
3. If a>1,then a «— a—1, 5 «—— SU{n*(a)}, and go to Step 2; otherwise stop.

The following theorem proves the optimality of the above algorithm.

Theorem 3 Let the vector v(m*) be the corner point of the polymatroid B(f, E) corre-
sponding to the permutation 7w = (7*(1),...,7*(r)). For any other permutation m =

(m(1),...,7(r)),

MmN Ve () (77) > min vy (). (46)

Proof: Assume that in the permutation 7*, the user # which is located in position
[ in the permutation 7* ( i.e. § = 7*(l)), has the minimum rate,

Upx 0] (7'('*) = Il'liill UV (z) (7'('*) (47)
Let us define two sets:

e The set of users located before 7*(1) in 7#*: ® = {7*(1),...,7*(l — 1)}.

e The set of users located after 7*(1) in 7*: ¥ = {7*(l+1),...,7"(r)}.

Using (10), we have
vo(m") = f(®U{0}) — f(P). (48)

In the following, we consider different scenarios which generate new permutations and
prove that in all cases, (46) is valid.

Case 1. Permutation in ® and ¥: By considering (48), it is apparent that any
permutation of the users in ® and ¥ does not change the rate of the user 7*(1).

Case 2. Mowving a set of users from U to the set ®: Assume a set T of users, T C U,
is moved from W to the set ® to generate a new permutation w. The rate of the user
in the new permutation is equal to:

vp(m) = f(PUTU{0}) = F(PUT). (49)
From (9), we can show that
fRU{}) + f(@UT) = f(RUTU{0}) + f() (50)

Using (48), (49), and (50), we conclude that ve(m) < ve(7*), and therefore, min; v, (7) <
min,- Urx (1) (7'('*) .

Case 3. Moving one or more users from the set ® to the set U ( with or without
moving some users from the set U to the set ®): Assume that one or more users move from
® to U ( with or without moving some users from the set ¥ to the set ®) to generate
the new permutation 7. Consider the user v which is the last user in permutation 7
among the moved users from ® to W (user 7(1) is the first user and user 7(r) is the last



user in the permutation 7). Let 2 be the set of users located before the user v in the
permutation 7. It is clear that,

MUd— {1} Q. (51)

On the other hand, this user is in the set ® in permutation 7*. It means that in Step
2 of the algorithm, this user has been compared with other users in the set ® U {7*()}
to be located in the position [, but the user 7*(I) has been chosen for the position, i.e.

f(@u{o} —{0}) < f(@U{0} —{v}), therefore,

F(@) < f(eufo} —{v}). (52)
Using (10), we have,
vy(m) = f(QQU{r}) — f(Q). (53)
Using (9) and (51), we can show that
FOQU{v}) = f(Q) < f(@U{0}) — fF{OF VS —{v}). (54)

Using (48), (52), (53), and (54), we conclude that v, (7) < vy(7*), and therefore, we have
min; v.(;)(7) < min; ve-)(7*). Note that the permutation of users located before (or
after) the user v in the permutation m does not increase v, (). [

Acknowledgement

The authors would like to thank Mr. Mohammad H. Baligh and Mr. Shahab Oveis
Gharan for helpful discussions.

References

[1] S. Vishwanath, N. Jindal, and A. Goldsmith, “Duality, achievable rates, and sum-rate
capacity of Gaussian MIMO broadcast channels,” IFEE Trans. Inform. Theory, vol. 49,
pp. 2658-2668, Oct. 2003.

[2] P. Viswanath and D.N.C. Tse, “Sum capacity of the vector Gaussian broadcast channel
and uplink-downlink duality,” IEEE Trans. Inform. Theory, vol. 49, pp. 1912 — 1921, Aug.
2003.

[3] W. Yu and J. Cioffi, “Sum capacity of vector Gaussian broadcast channels,” IEEE Trans.
Inform. Theory, submitted for Publication.

[4] H. Weingarten, Y. Steinberg, and S. Shamai (Shitz), “The capacity region of the Gaus-
sian MIMO broadcast channel,” IEEFE Trans. Information Theory, 2004, Submitted for
Publication.

[5] G. Caire and S. Shamai, “On the achievable throughput of a multiantenna Gaussian broad-
cast channel,” IEEE Trans. Inform. Theory, vol. 49, pp. 1691-1706, July 2003.

[6] D.N.C. Tse and S.V. Hanly, “Multiaccess fading channels. I. Polymatroid structure, optimal
resource allocation and throughput capacities,” IEEFE Trans. Inform. Theory, vol. 44, pp.
2796-2815, Nov. 1998.

[7] M. Costa, “Writing on dirty paper,” IEEE Trans. Inform. Theory, vol. 29, pp. 439-441,
May 1983.

[8] D. J. A. Welsh, Matroid Theory, Academic Press, London, 1976.



